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Kobkarn to visit Koh Tao in bid to revwe confidence

THE SUNDAY NATION

TOURISM Minister Kobkarn
Wattanavrangkul is scheduled to
travel to Koh Tao today in the wake
ofthe brutal murders of two British
tourists on the resort island earlier
this month, in 2 move that aims to
assure visitors that sufficient secu-
rity measures are in place.

Surat Thani Governor Chatpong
Chatphuti said that Kobkarn would
hold discussions with state officials
and private business operators on
Koh Tao to hear their opinions
about the island’s crime problem
and possible solutions, the National
News Bureau of Thailand reported
yesterday.

The visit is expected to bring
about more effective preventive
measures against crime following
the backpacker deaths, which has

put Thai tourism in a bad light in
the eyes of foreigners.

The governor said he would
request a budget forthe installation
of additional security cameras and
streetlights on the island, as part of
increased security measures.

Chatpong said that
money would also be spent
on a campaign to refresh
the image of Koh Tac in
preparation forthe upcom-
ing high season late this
year.

Meanwhile, Deputy
Foreign Minister Don
Pramudwinai yesterday
urged Thais to be good
hosts to foreign tourists by helping
to ensure their safety.

Don said that Thais should do
this by acting as tourists’ eyes and
cars.

News ID: ©-140928003001 (28 Sep 14/07:36)

r{‘:fﬁ‘iQNewsCﬁ ig’

. ignewsclip.com

He admitted that the backpack-
er murders shook the confidence
many foreigners had in Thailand as
a tourist destination. If tourists are
well cared for, they will return home
and recommend the Kingdom to
others.

In a related develop-
ment, Pol Lt-General
Panya Mamen, chief of the
Police Region 8 command,
said much progress had
been made in the investi-
gation into the murders
and police would move
swiftly to make arrests
when enough evidence had
been gathered.

Panya, whose command has
Jjurisdiction over Koh Tao, which is
located off Surat Thani, insisted that
police already had the names of the
suspects.

He vowed that police would not
let the public down.

Investigators were zeroing in on
two to three issues related to the
murderand 355 CCTV images were
being closely examined, with the
results expected later yesterday.

Panya said that investigators
were also looking at every person
who was within 600m of the crime
scene between 2am and 4am on the
night of the murders and police
would interrogate anyone found
have been in that radius.

“There’re no influential people
involved in the case and I don't feel
pressure in handling the case,”
Panya said.

“The case is not complicated.
Police are doing their best, both in
terms of Jooking for witnesses and
evidence and will find the cul-
prit(s)”

KOBKARN

InfoQuest Limited BBB/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl, Mabatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
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MERS cited as
trips cancelled

SUCHAT SRITAMA
THE NATION

ABOUT 10 PER CENT of trips to
South Korea have been cancelled
for fear of Mers, the Thai Travel
Agents Association said yesterday.

“Tour operators and airlines
operating to South Korea said
about 10 per cent of their cus-
tomers had cancelled their trips,”
said Suparerk Soorangura, presi-
dent of the association.

However, the outbreak of
Middle East respiratory syndrome
will not cripple the travel business
from Thailand, as South Korean
officials have given their assur-
ances that authorities can control
the disease, he said.

Thals can still travel to Korea
but need to beware of and monitor
the disease.

South Korean tourists can visit
Thailand as usual, he said.

Kasikom Research Centre
reported that 437,500 Thais were
expected to travel to South Korea
thisyear. That is down froman
earlier projection of 480,000 and
adrop of 8.9 percent from last
year.

However, arrivals from South
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Korea are expected to continue
growing by 17 per cent to 1.3 million
thisyear.

The Foreign Ministry warned
Thais who planned to visit South
Korea to be on thealert for Mers
and strictly follow advisories while
staying there.

South Korea has reported two
more Mers deaths, bringing the toll
toninein the current outbreak.

The virus Is considered a dead-
lier but less infectious cousin of
severe acute respiratory syndrome
(Sars), which killed hundreds of
people In Asia In 2003.

Thereis novaccine or cure for
Mers, which, according to World
Health Organisation data, has a
fatality rate of about 35 per cent.

Overall, Tourlsm Minister
Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul said
Thalland saw a 38.2-per-cent
surge year on year inarrivals to 2.3
million last month. East Asia was
the biggest source, followed by
Europe, South Asia, the Americas,
Oceania, the Middle East and
Africa,

Tourists generated Income of
Bt100 billion in May, up by 39.4 per
cent fromsame month last year.
Chinese, Malaysians and Indians
were the top spenders.

In the first five months,
Thailand received 24.7 per cent
more visitors, or a total of 12.4 mil-
lion in the perlod, while tourism
revenue soared 25,1 percent.
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The Disease Control Department has
advised the elderly and people with
chronic health preblems against trav-
elling to MERS-affected countries.
Middle East respiratory syndrome is a

deadly communicable disease and
has now spread to seven nations,

namely South Kerea, Saudi Arabia,
Jordan, Kuwait, Gman, Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates. >>2a

People at risk
warned to
avoid MERS

countries

THOSE WITH CHRONIC AILMENTS AND ELDERLY
FOLK URGED TO BE VIGILANT, AVOID INFECTION

PUANGCHOMPOO PRASERT,
SAMUDCHA HOONSARA,
WATTANA KHAMCHU

THE NATION

THE DISEASE Control Department
has advised the elderly and people
with chronichealth problems against
travelling to MERS-affected coun-
tries.

Middle East respiratory syndrome
isadeadly communicable diseaseand
has now spread to seven nations,
namely South Korea, Saudi Arabia,
Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Qatarand the
United Arab Emirates.

The number of MERS-related
deaths in South Korea has hit 19.

“If infected, those most at risk are
people who have had chronic prob-
lems, particularly diabetes, renal fail-
ure and low immunity, as well as the
elderlv” Sopon Mekthon said vester-

day in his capacity as director-gener-
alofthe Disease Control Department.

Since the MERS outbreak, the
number of Thai tourists to South
Korea has dropped by about 30 per
cent.

Krichanat Meesamran, vice pres-
ident of the Thai Travel Agents
Association, said many customers
had chosen to postpone or cancel
their trips to South Korea afterlearn-
ing about MERS cases there. He was
speaking after meeting with Sopon
and relevant agencies to discuss the
threat MERS infections might pose.

Cherdsak Daokaew, president of
the Association of Thai Travel
Agents, said inbound tour operators
continued to provide services to
South Koreans, though all tour
guides had been briefed about how
to watch out for MERS cases.

“If any customer has a cough or

News ID: C-150617003033 (1 7 Jun 15/05:45)
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fever, he or she must be taken to a
doctor immediately,” he said.

Hesaid there wereabout100tour
operators serving South Korean vis-
itors in Thailand.

Bangkok Islamic Committee vice
president Aroon Boonmalert said
Thai Muslims usually went to Saudi
Arabiaforumrah this month andfor
hajjbetween August and October,

“The Disease Control Department
has taken care of the health of regis-
tered pilgrims from the very begin-
ning. Before they make their trip,
they will be vaccinated against
meningococcemia and influenza.
They will also get an individual
health report,”he said, adding that it
may also include MERS.

In a related development,
Tourism and Sports Minister
Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul said
MERS was not affecting the tourism
industry because the number of vis-
itors to Thailand was on the rise.

“We believe Thailand will meet its
target of attracting 28.8 million
tourists and generating Bt2,2 trillion
intourismincomethis year,” she said.

To date, the World Health
Organisation has not issued travel
advisories in relation to MERS,

Inaninterviewwith Now26 chan-
nel, Public Health Minister Rajata
Rajatanavin said Thailand had
measures in place to deal with
MERS. For instance, scanners have
been set up to check the body tem-
perature of travellers coming from
overseas.

“Officials will check on those with
a fever to see if they have MERS. To
date there have been some 30 peo-
E]e who have undergone this process,

ut none of them have been proved
to have contracted MERS,” e said,
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Screening stepped up

ABOUT 30,000 FLY IN EACH DAY FROM 7 COUNTRIES
WITH MERS INFECTIONS; NO NEW CASES FOUND

THE NATION

SCREENING forthedisease MERS
has been stepped up at
Suvarnabhumi Airport toincludeall
passengers from seven countries
where infections have been con-
firmed - about 30,000 people per
day - having to pass inspection

checkpoints  before entering
Thailand and facing close monitor-
ing after arrival,

While the condition of the sole
confirmed MERS - Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome - patient has
improved, 176 people have been
identified as having been in close
contact with him.

No new case of MERS has been
reported in Thailand yet but three
new infections were reported in
South Korea.

Public Health Minister Rajata
Rajatanavin plus Tourism and
Sports Minister Kobkarn
Wattanavrangkul visited immigra-
tion stations at Suvarnabhumi
Airport with a team of officials yes-
terday to check the disease inspec-
tion procedures as well as reassure
tourists that proper precautions
were in place.

They distributed the facemasks
and hand gel to passengers arriving
on 37 airlines from Middle Eastern
countries and South Korea, and

inspected the airport taxi rank.

Rajata said a new thermoscan
camera had been installed at termi-
nal F, which meant the airport now
has four thermoscan checkpoints.
This was to increase the efficiency
and extensiveness of disease inspec-
tion on passengers who travel from
seven countries with infections:
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United
Arab Emirates, Iran, Jordan and
South Korea.

Up to 30,000 passengers from
these countries cometo Thailand via
Suvarnabhumi Airport every day.

The minister said passengers
found to have a fever as they go
through the screening area would
be quarantined and transferred to
hospital. Other passengers would be
asked for contact details for further
monitoring,

Taxi drivers, hotel staff and fam-
ily members of passengers identi-
fied as having a fever would also be
watched, as they would have close
contact with individuals who may
have MERS.

“From the inspection, the disease
screening process at Suvarnabhumi
Airportisofthe same standard asthe
World Health Organisation, as we
inform passengers before they land
onhow to cooperate with the sereen-
ing process and what they should do
if they have a fever,” he said.
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MERS in Thailand

(As of yesterday)

land
tient with MERS (confirmed)
people had contact with the
iaf ed man
out of the 176 have been located and
are being maonitored

: Korea
Y MERS patients
deaths

If passengers feel sick after leav-
ing the airport, they have to contact
a Public Health Ministry officer to
set up a transfer - not go to a hospi-
tal by themselves - as they must
minimise the chance of infecting
other people.

Strict measures were also
imposed on the famous South
Korean boy band EXO, who will
hold a concert here. This sparked
some criticism from EXO fans who
felt their beloved pop stars did not
need to pass through disease sereen-
ing.

Sopon Mekthon, director of the
Department of Disease Control,
said measures taken to prevent the
spread of MERS were standard
procedurein Thailand, The process
for the band was done in the VIP
room and took only a short period
of time.

“Everyonc from the infected
countries has to pass the disease
screening process with noexception,

Page: 1/2

infoQuest Limited 8887178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th FI. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

oy



s1gdvr1UuwavIusouU o U
natAy veen - NUYIYU VEES
ns:nsoJdnasnoavingonaziwa

The Nation

Section: First Section/First Page
Date: Monday 22 June 2015

Volume: 40 No: 54446 Page: 1A(Center)
The Nation Col.Inch: 54.48  Ad Value: 111,684 PRValue (x3): 335,052 Clip: Full Color
: 68,
:::n:::'o 2,050200 Headline: Screening stepped up ABOUT 30,000 FLY IN EACH DAY FROM 7 COUNTRIES WITH MERS...

It is a very important process in
order to preventthe MERS infection
from spreading,” Sopon said.

There were reports of three new
MERS infection cases in South
Korea yesterday, bringing the total
number of cases to 166. Some 24 of
these people have died of the disease
in Korea.

Health Minister Rajata said that
the Omani man diagnosed as the
first MERS case in Thailand was
being treated at Bamrasnaradura
Infectious Discases Instituteand his
condition had improved. The
patient reportedly had no fever yves-
terday and three of relatives, who
had been quarantined, were found
not to have the infection,

There were 176 people who had
contact with the patient; 94 had
been found and would be monitored
for 14 days, he said.

Meanwhile, the Foreign Affairs
Ministry has assigned embassies
and consulates overseas to give
details onthe Kingdom's prevention
and monitoring measures against
MERS.

In a statement, the ministry said
these include “surveillance” at air-
ports and hospitals via body tem-
perature measuring equipment.
Leaflets about how to counter the
spread of MERS are being distrib-
uted by all airlines in MERS-hit
countries and masks given to pas-
sengers who want them.
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Govt plays down MERS impact

SOMMAI EXPECTS CASE TO HAVE LITTLE EFFECT ON TOURISM SECTOR

ERICH PARPART,
SUCHAT SRITAMA
THE NATION

FINANCE MINISTER Sommai
Phasee said the effect of the first
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS) case recorded in Thailand
will have a minimal impact on the
economy and the Ministry of Public
Health’s high alert level regardin;
the deadly disease means that it wi
be able to contain it.

“It will not affect the economy
that much. This is not bird flu and
itdoes notappearto be affecting the
tourism sectorthat much either,”he
commented yesterday.

“I believe thatthey [the ministry]
will be able to contain it and things
should be more calmin a month. But
that is the Ministry of Public
Health’s assessment of the outbreak
situation,” he added.

Sommai said that if public fears
were alleviated within a month the
effect on the coming high tourist
should be minimal as many tourists
were still planning their holidays
and there was still time to make
travel arrangements.

“I believe the Ministry of Public
Health has first, second and third-
degree measures [to combat the
flpread of MERS] including intro-

ucing special insurance for
patients as a last measure, That is
not the case at the moment and I
think the tourism sectorisstill doing
well,” he said.

Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul, the
Minister of Tourism and Sports, said
MERs and the concerns about
Thailand’s aviation safety had not
had a huge impact on the tourism
sectorinthe short term as many for-
eign tourists had kept their plansto
visit Thailand.
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Last Friday an Omani man was
confirmed as the first person in
Thailand to be infection with MERS
and is being treated in a hospital in

Bangkok.

While last Thursday the
International Civil  Aviation
Organisation "red-flagged”

Thailand, meaning ithas significant
safety concerns over the country’s
aviation industry, This has led to
fears about travelling on airlines
registered in Thailand.

Preventative measures

But Kobkarn said: “Tourists are
still coming and we haven’t seen u
cancellation from overseas regard-
ing MERS and the aviation safety
issue.”

To deal with MERS, Kobkarn
said the authorities were working
with Suvarnabhumi International
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Airport on preventative measures.

The Ministry of Public Health
is monitoring the situation based
on the International Health
Regulation  standard  while
Suvarnabhumi Airport hasinstalled
thermoscan cameras at passengers
gates E and F to monitor travellers
trom seven higher risk countries.

The ministry has also instructed
hotels to look out for guests with
possible MERS symptoms. Many
hospitals have been asked to be
ready to handle a MERS case(s).

According to Konkarn, a special
medical team is ready to provide
assistance for some 15,000 Thai
Muslims expected to travel to the
Middle East for Ramadan this
month.

“The ministry is confident that
Thailand can reach a tourism pro-
jection of 28.8 million arrivals and
total income of Bt2.2 trillion [this
year],” she said.

Patee Sarasin, chief executive
officer of Nok Air, said the airline’s

News ID: C-150623003015 (23 Jun 15/05:16)
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preventative MERS measures
included screening passengers and
customer service staff, monitoring
passengers before check-in includ-
ing medical checks if deemed nec-
essary, and monitoring passengers
during a flight.

He also said planes were ster-
ilised before and after departure,
while it also raised the awareness of
MERSamongitemployees and pro-
vided them with ongoing up-to-
date information about the situa-
tion.

“Safety is the first priority at Nok
Air and we will not take any risks
when it comes to our passengers.
We will carry out all international-
standard preventive measures to
keep our passengers and crew safe,”
he added.

Nok Air implemented the
measures following the Ebola in
2014.

It is also working with the
Ministry of Public Health to close-
ly monitor the MERS situation.
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AIRPORT ‘MERS DETECTOR’

Tourismand Sports Minister Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul and Public Health Minister Rajata Rajatanavin yesterday Inspect a thermal-scanning system for screening
Inbound flight passengers for possible Middle East Respiratory Syndrome, or MERS, at Suvarnabhumi Airport.
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Ad Rate: 2,050 | Photo News: Hong Kong movie

4 LA N

Hong Kong movie star Michelle Yim Wai-ling , or Mi Xue,
visits the Erawan Shrine in Bangkok yesterday as a
tourism ambassador. Another famous movie star,
SimonYam Tat-wah, or Ren Dahua, also appeared. They
were invited by the Tourism Authority of Thailand to
help promote Thai tourism and restore tourists’
c_onfidgnce _afterthe bomb blast last month.

News ID: C-150923003042 (23 Sep 15/05:22)

Page: 1/1
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Japanese travel agents seek
official assurance of safety

SASITHORN ONGDEE
THE NATION
TOKYO

JAPANESE TRAVEL agents have
urged the Thai government to issue
astatement assuring visitors of their
safety while martial law remains in
force. . .
Meanwhile, Tourism and Sports
Minister Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul
aims to get Japanese tourist arrivals
back on target at 1.3 million visitors
this year, as part of a short-term
tourism-promotion plan aimed at
boosting the country’s economic
growth.

“We've received good feedback
from Japanese tour operators,
reflecting that Thailand is still a tar-
getdestination forJapanese tourists,”
the minister said after meeting with
Japanese travel agents and leading
tour operators on Thursday.

She added that most tour opera-
tors understood Thailand’s political
situation under martial law.
However, they want the military
regime to issue an official statement
giving an assurance that it would be
safe for tourists to travel to Thailand
despite the martial law, so that they
could send such a message to their
clients.

As a new minister under the mil-
itary-led government headed by
Prime Minister General Prayut
Chan-o-cha, Kobkarn hopesthatvis-
itors from Japan - one of the
Kingdom’s major markets — will
return now that the prolonged polit-
ical conflicthas abated and thenewly
formed interim government is tak-
ing the country forward.

“Since the new government was
formed, many [tourism-related]
problems have been fixed, such as
beach encroachment by small-busi-

Tourist arrivals in Thailand (Jan-Aug 2014)

Japan 5.14 %

Share (%)

Africa
0.67

Source: The Nation

ness owners, taxi services at airports,
and public transport,” she said.

Japanese arrivals fell 20 per cent
to 807,909 visitors in the first eight
months of the year, double the over-
all year-on-year drop of 10 per cent
to 15.7 million arrivals from all mar-
kets.

The sharp decline in visitor num-
bers was mainly due to the political
unrest centred in Bangkok and sub-
sequent coup on May 22.

Before this year’s disruption,
Japanese arrivals had increased sig-
nificantly from 993,674 in 2010 to
1.54 million last year.

During her first overseas trip as
minister, Kobkarn participated in
two annual tourism events -

million pegsons

South Asia 4.59

9.04

Oceania
NATION GRAPHICS

“Amazing Thai Night”and thethree-
day “JATA Tourism Expo Japan
2014”, which ends today - in abid to
restore Japanesetourists’ confidence
in the Kingdom, despite the decision
to maintain martial law.
Ready for visitors

She said she wanted to send a
message that Thailand was ready to
welcome more tourists and provide
themwithsafetyand convenience, in
addition tonew products called “hid-
den charm” cities.

Kobkarn said about 70 percentof
Japanesetouristswererepeatvisitors

who sought a sense of “Thainess”,
which tied in with the government’s
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policy of focusing more on the “Thai

way of living” theme next year.

Anumberof*hidden charm”cities
that have until now been largely
visitors willbe
promoted as new destinations and

offered to this type of traveller, she

unexplored by forei

said.
They include

Ranong, Ratchaburi, Samut
Songkhram, Trat, Trang and
Chanthaburi.

For next year’s tourism-promo-

tion plan, the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT) gave a number of

examples at the Tokyo expo:
Lampang will be promoted as the
cityof Lannacivilisation inthe North,
Buri Ram as the city of stone castles
inthe Northeast, Samut Songkhram
asthecityof waterwaysin the Central

region, Chanthaburi as the city of

fruits in the East, and Trang as the
city of jade sea and white beaches in

the South. “For Thailand, the strong

point is its people’s way of living and
Thai folklore, as well as world her-
itage,”said Kobkarn,addingthatthis
would meet demand for new desti-
nations from repeat Japanese
tourists.

The ministrywill also be focusing

on niche markets, such as long-stay
groups and those who visit for beau-
ty and wellness purposes, she added.

The minister expressed her hope
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Phetchabun,
Lampang, Buri Ram, Chumphon,

that more Japanese travellers, who
are rated as “quality” tourists, could
be persuaded to stay longer in
Thailand and spend more money.

According to TAT data, Japanese
touristsstayed an average of 7.74 days
last year, with average spending of
Bt4,900 per head per day, con-
tributing a combined Bt57.73 billion
to the economy.

European tourists typically stay
around 15 days, while Asian travellers
stay an average of five days.

Meanwhile, TAT governor
Thawatchai Arunyik said the author-
ity was now targeting 1.5 million
Japanese arrivals next year.

Asian tourists demand weekend
destinationswhere that they can find
great food, go shopping and have a
beauty make-over, as well as having
medical treatment, according to the
TAT. The TAT has set a revenue tar-
getof Bt2.2 trillion from tourism this
year, as it promotes Thailand as a
weekend - destination for Asean
tourists, Kobkarn said.
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Headline: Ministry rebranding Pattaya for sports

TOURISM & AVIATION

i

SPORTING GHANGE?

Government hopes to improve Pattaya's
image by upgrading and promotingitasa
world-class sports destination. B&

Ministry rebranding

Asia's largest
multi-class sailing
event, the Top of
the Gulf Regatta,
took place in May
with a strong
international fleet
at Ocean Marina
Yacht Club in
Jomtien, Pattaya.
The Tourism and
Sports Ministry

is contemplating
a marketing
makeover for the
city that focuses
on sports in order
to raise tourism
revenue,

Pattaya for sports

Aim is to be more than
nightlife destination

CHADAMAS CHINMANEEVONG

The government is keen to upgrade and
promote Pattaya, a popular beach resort,
as a world-class sports destination.
“Pattaya is not only a well-known tour-
ism destination among foreign travellers
and expatriates, but is also developing its
internal transport system and landscape,’

said Tourism and Sports Minister Kob-
karn Wattanavrangkul. “The ministry is
confident if the government succeeds
in upgrading the city as a world-class
sports tourism destination, it will help
improve Pattaya’s image from justa night-
life destination.”

Ms Kobkarn said the ministry and
related organisations were studying the
feasibility of the upgrade, particularly for
marine sports, with the ministry to spear-
head the development along with coop-
eration from other relevant public and
private organisations, local communities
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and provincial administration.

In a related development, she said the
ministry planned to add more countdown
points in Bangkok and the provinces o
boost tourism during the long New Year's
weekend. Details are not yet available,

As a result of political uncertalnty
and the global economic downturn, the
number of international tourist arrivals
dropped by 10.28% during the first nine
months to 17.558 million, with tourism
income falling by 7.55% to 806,613 bil-
lion baht.

Arrivals from East Asia saw the biggest
decline, falling 15.68% for the period to
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10.195 million, with visitors from South
Asia down 11.18% to 895,018 and the
Middle East down 8.73% to 434,461 visitors.

Arrivals from the Americas fell by
4.34% to 788,825, while Europe and Africa
showed positive growth 0f 2.37% to 4.414
million visitors, and 4.49% to 117,951 visi-
tors, respectively.

In 2013, total international arrivals
stood at 26.7 million, rising 19% from a
year earlier.

Ms Kobkarn said the ministry targeted
tourism revenue of 2 trillion baht from 25.5
million arrivals this year. Next year the aim

is revenue of 2.2 trillion baht.

Based on a recent roadmap, the min-
istry plans to promote 12 secondary tour-
ismsites including Lampang, Phetchabun,
Buri Ram, Chanthaburi and Trat. It also
plans to revamp three major islands —
Koh Tao, Koh Samui and Koh Phangan —
as “green islands” by limiting party times
and preventing drink-driving. The move
follows the recent murder of two British
tourists in Koh Tao.

Ms Kobkarn also pledged to strengthen
cooperation between tourism agencies,
operators and local communities in order
todevelop sustainable tourism. All parties
in the sector including local communities
must understand the real value of tour-
ism — that it generates huge revenue for
the country while distributing income to
local people.

The World Tourism Organization
listed Thailand in the top 10 of global
tourism destinations by arrivals in
2012 and 2013, with international arrivals
of 22.4 million and 26.5 million, respec-
tively. The country ranked seventh in
tourism destinations by revenue, hitting
US$33.8 billion and $42 billion in 2012
and 2013, respectively.
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Provinces put
out welcome
mat for

older tourists

SUCHAT SRITAMA
THE NATION

NAN PROVINCE in the Northern
region has been picked as a pilot town
foraprojecton developingtourismfor
the elderly. Other provinces will be
chosen for studies on providing med-
ical and long staying services foraged
tourists.

Aged tourism is part of a one-year
national tourism development plan
unveiled by Tourism and Sports
Ministry.

Minister KobKarn Wattana-
yrangkul said the agency would
begin to promote Nan province as
eco-tourism friendly, focused on
ageing tourism. Tourists over 50
vears are the main target for the
provinee as it is “a quiet town that
enriches with natural beauty and
also [offers an] easy life.

“Thirty per centofthe 500,000 vis-
itors to Nan are foreign - mostly from
Europe,Korea, and Japan. Wewantto
increase the number of long-stay
tourists in the province,” she added.

If the project in Nan succeeds, the
official will promate other provinces
including Nong Khai, Chiang Mai,
Phetchaburi, Prachuap Khiri Khan,
Phuket, and Bangkok forlong-stayin
as well as medical treatment. Bot
locals and foreigners aged over 50 are
direct targets. Last year, the average
tourist’s length of stay in Thailand was
9.8 days, thehighestrateamong Asean
nations. Spending per head per trip
was also at the top level in the region

News ID: C-141227003011 (27 Dec 14/07:34)
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Kobkarn said the government
would work with hospitals and health
care centres across the country, espe-
cially in major tourist destinations to
prepare for an ageing society.

This year, 9.4 million or 14.5 per
cent out of a total 64.5 million people
were already aged over 60. The num-
ber of aged people in Thailand is
expected to climb to 14 million or 25
per cent of population by 2025,

To cope with the trend, many hos-
pitals focusing on medical care are
shifting towards private health care,
under-served health care demand
upcountry, and focus on the ageing
population,

Several high-end hospitals such as
Bangkok Dusit Medical Services and
Bumrungrad Hospital are aiming for
international patients based on costs
25-70 per cent lower than in
Singapore. It is estimated that inter-
national patientsin Thailand will dou-
ble to five million by 2024,

Astudyon"Healthy ageingtourism
for the Asean Community in 20157
conducted by Sombat Karnjanakit,
found Thailand needed to develop a
standard training curriculum for
administrators in order to promote
healthy ageing tourism and to build a
network ofaged tourism management
at national and Asean levels.

He also proposed models for
healthy ageing tourism as in JBRIC
(Japan, Brozil, Russia, India, and
China) and Asean could be adapted
and adopted into the development of
Thailand’s model as a hub for healthy
ageing tourism among Asean coun-
tries.

The  Ministry of  Sacial
Development and Fluman Security
nowservesas the coreagencyinorgan-
ising activities to enhance the poten-
tial of senior citizens and provide them
with accupational training, as well as
lookingafter theirwell-beingand wel-
fare.
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OLYMPICS

Thailand
eyes joint bid
for Games

KITTIPONG THONGSOMBAT

‘Thailand and Malaysia have floated an idea
of a joint bid for the 2024 Olympics, Tour-
ism and Sports Minister Kobkarn Wattan-
avrangkul said yesterday.

Kobkarn said she met her Malaysian
counterpart Khairy Jamaluddin in the US
last month and both sides were interested
in a joint bid to host the 2024 Olympics, as
well as the football World Cup.

The minister said Southeast Asian
countries could host a number of inter-
national sports events with co-operation
among them.

Malaysia and Thailand agreed that
sports could help boost tourism in the
region, Kobkarn said,

She said that
her ministry
would allocate
about 70-80 mil-
lion baht to sup-
port the Thai
men's  football
team to win a
place at the 2016
Olympics in Rio

S de Janeiro.

Kobkam Meanwhile, the
Wattanavrangkul, Volleyball Associ-

ation of Thailand
(VAT) is working hard in an attempt to push
for the women's national side to win the
country’s first ever Olympic berth in the
sport at the 2016 Games,

With the Aslan Women's Volleyball
Champlonship to be held in China from
May 20-28 and the SEA Games in Singapore
from [rom June 5-16, the VAT has decided
to send a second-string side to defend the
SEA Games title,

Their full national side will be in China
where they need to finish in the top-four to
geta place for the final stage of the Olympic
qualifying event in Japan.

“We are focusing on the Olympic
Games," sald coach Nattapon Srisamutnak,

“For the SEA Games, we are confident
our fringe players have a good chance to
win our 12th title of the tournament.”
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Online Map

Minister for Tourism and SportSes—

Kobkam Wattanavrangkul, left,
launched the Online Map of Thailand
by MOTS project with Google
Thailand country business manager
Ariya Banomyong. d

Online Map of Thailand by Nots
‘The Ministry of Tourism and Sports
{Mots) has joined hands with Google
Thailand to update Google Maps with
nationwlde tourist attractions.

The project Is called “Online Map of
Thailand by Mots" The aim is to facilitate
tourists to explore more about places
they visited including where to go, stay
or dine while travelling i the Kingdom,
according to Tourism and Sports Minister
Kobkarn Wattanavranglaul.

“The rise of Free Independent Trav-
ellers [FIT] is expected to increase from
17.9 million visitors last year to 21 million
visitors this year. The FIT shares abour
7a% of total foreign visitors to Thailand.
They rely much on technology so we have
worked with Google toserve their needs,”
she said.

i §d "“j \\ﬁh 1\
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The project will also help promote the
campaign on the 12 not-to-be-missed
provinces, Kobkarn said. The provinces
are Lampang, Nan, Phetchabun, Buriram,
Loei, Ratchaburi, Samut Songlhram,
Chanthaburi, Trat, Chumphon, Nakhon
Si Thammarat and Trang.

The project will allow Google to take
360-degree panorama pictures of attrac-
tions in the 12 provinces allowing visitors
to see the places before they go. The
minlstry will also contribute informa
tion about attractions, accommadations
and restaurants.

According to Google Thailand country
business manager Ariya Banomyong, the
Google Maps with street view pictures
have covered 47 provinces. Google
expects (o complete the street view pic-
tures in 77 provinces within this year.

News ID: G-150409001134 (9 Apr 15/06:08)

¢ Yokohama releases Thaidanguage

= guide

» The Yokohama Convention and Visitors
Bureau has launched a Thai-language
version of its official visitors' guide
website to serve the increasing number of
Thal tourists.

According to the statistics of the
Japan National Tourist Organisation,
‘thai visitors travelling 1o Japan reached
650,000 visitors last year, up 45% from the
previous year. The number will increase
sharply this year.

By Introducing the attractions of Yoko-
hama in the Thai language, the bureau
expects that Thai visitors will spend more
time enjoying Yokohama.

Yolcohama is about 44km south of
Tolkyo. It is the first harbour city and the
second largest city in term of popula-
tion after Tokyo. The famous attrac-
tions include Chinatown, Cup Noodles
Museum and Sankeien Garden, a tradi-
tional Japanese-style garden.

The new Thal version features “Things
to Do’ “Where to Stay’, “Events’, “Explore
Yokohama" and *Traveller Information’.
The Information is also available on
mobile devices.

The website also supports Mandarin,
English and Korean languages in addition
to the new Thal version.

Visit wwuryokohamajapan.cont.

Airlines update

. m Jetstar Pacific, the Vietnamese based
* low-cost airline, has launched a direct
. flight between Harol and Bangkok.

. “Thislaunch is part of our strategy ta
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expand our services between Vietnam
and Thailand. We will boost demand
by providing low fares each day, and

an extensive network together with the
Jetstar Group in the Asia Pacilic region,”
sald the alrline CEO Le Hong Ha.

The flight Is operated datly on a 180-
seat Alrbus A320 alrcraft. Departure
time from Hanol's Nol Bal International
Airport is at 11.10am and the return flight
from Suvarnabhumt International Alrport
is at 2.35pm. The total Qight time is one
hour and 50 minutes.

Visit Jetstar.cont.

m Thal AlrAsia X has partnered with Lotte
World Adventure to offer the themed-
park tickets on board.

Lotte World Adventure is located in
Seoul. It Is one of popular theme parks
among Koreans and features various
attractlons including exciting rides,
sliows and parades, the largest ice rink in
Korea and a Folk Museum.

The tickets will be available on the
Bangkok Seoul route, starting from
May 1.

Visit wwwalrasia.com.

Hotels update

m Starwood Hotels & Resorts has
launched Sheraton Samul Resort on
Chaweng Nol Beach, the east coast of
the island.

The hotel, lormerly known as Iimperial
Samui Beach Resort, has finished the
renovation with modern decorations and
light pastel colours. It is owned by TCC
Land Group and features 141 rooms and
suites. Each room (eatures a bathroom
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with separate shower and bathtub, free
Wi-Fi, 42" LCD TV and a private balcony
with garden or sea views,

Other hotel! facilities include a fitness
centre, two saltwater swimming pools,
spa, four restaurants & bars, meeting and
function facilities.

The hotel Is about 15 minutes drive
from Koh Samui International Airport
and 3km away from the entertainment
area of Chaweng Beach.

Visit wanw sheraton.com/sarmul.
® Absolute Hotel Services Group will
open the second U hotel in Chiang Mai
next year.

Called U Nimman Chiang Mai, the
hotel Is on Nimmanhemin Road. “We
are very excited to add another U hotel
in Chiang Mat in the location which is
quickly become the socialised centre of
Chiang Mal," according to the group CEO
Jjonathan Wigley.

‘The hotel will feature 140 rooms and
suites with Lanna and modern design, a
restaurant with terrace bar, a library, spa,
swimming pool, fitness centre, a 720m’
banquet space with additional 300m”
function lawn.

U Ninunan Chiang Mai will also pro-
vide 24-hour service concept for guests
to have their rooms for 24 hours after
checking in, breakfast anytime during
their stay and preselect amenities such
as pillow, tea and soap from its online U
Choose programme.

Visit www uhotelsresorts.com.

Email kamjanak@baﬁgkoupost.co.th
If you have any comments to share.
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Thailand’s tourism authority is seeking ways to boost i
40 million by 2020 but stakeholders feel that fhe country,s!

quality visitors and ensuring safety and—s’u” ;
i o 9

he Ministry of Tourism and Sports and private organizations
including the Tourism Council of Thailand (TCT). /
of Thai Travel Agents (ATTA), and Thai Hotels A ation

ation

(THA) have held several serious discussions on the future of
Thai tourism and how to increase the country’s competitiveness
amid internal political issues and instability outside, such as
economic slowdowns and natural disasters.

A five-year tourism master plan was eventually drafted in
the final quarter of last year, following the military takeover in
May that caused a sudden drop in tourism by 20 percent from
the previous year. The new tourism plan targets annual visitor
arrivals of 40 million, up from the target of 28 million for this
year. The plan also envisages local people making 150 million
trips. Total tourism income this year was revised in May from
the ariginal projection of Bt2.2 triflion to Bt2.3 trillion due to the
fast recovery of inbound markets. especially China.

Tourism is one of the most important sectors of the Thai
economy. It should help drive the economy over the long term
and increase in scale from its current 10 percent of national

gross domestic product.

News ID: C-150630003141 (30 Jun 15/06:22)
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One-year plan goes ahead

Tourism and Sports Minister Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul
said the government began implementing a one-year plan in
October last year, which is set to reach completion in the last

quarter ahead of a general Stion.

‘The one-year plan is aimed to reform the tourism sector,

giving it a more positive image and promoting the co

intry as

a guality destination,” she said

The minister added that the private sector and involved
ond-tier
provinces, as these would attract more repeat visitors and

organizations would help develop new attractions in se

generate income for remote communities.

Five main cities across the kingdom have been chosen for
the tourism rebranding package (see graphic). Bangkok is to
be branded as a World Heritage River Cruise destination that
should attract many more tourists. Pattaya is to be transformed
into a world-class sports and family destination. Koh Phangan
in Surat Thani province, famous for its full moon parties, wil
add a more local touch and Thainess. In the north, Nan has
been chosen as a cyclist friendly safe-town and an ideal
destination for elderly people. Phuket will be promoted as a
premium cruise and meeting. incentive, convention, and exhibition
(MICE) destination.
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Minister of Tourism a

“Pattaya is a good place for a pilot project for change. It could
be turned into a world-class sports city. | would love to see more
world water sports and other events held in the city. as well as it
being a home for athletes training during the low season,” she
said.

In the northeast, Buri Ram, which already has an international
motor-sports circuit and a huge soccer arena, 1S & likely next target
for development and promation as a sports destination while
Phuket also has strong potential to be developed as an international
sports destination. Koh Tao is being slated as the next new
honeymoon island

With implementation of the master plan underway, the
government is pressing ahead with action plans to promote more
attractions in second-tier provinces and allernative destinations
to attract repeat tourists. More than 50 percent of foreign tourists
are repeat visitors. The idea is expected to shift the focus of tourists
from the current six most popular destinations - Bangkok, Phuket,
Chiang Mai, Hua Hin, Koh Samui and Pattaya - 10 other provinces.

Earlier this year. the government announced a national tourism
campaign called Discover Thainess 2015, which has already been
introduced in all the key markets in Asia. Europe, the US, and
Australia. Under the scheme, the Tourism Authority of Thailand is
promoting 12 “can't miss” provinces 10 boost local and foreign
visitor numbers and extend their length of stay.

Clusters of tourism based on areas and products have been
re-arranged. Each of the areas will create products and services
as well as develop new attractions to lure tourists. The ministry
has also established an intelligence unit in order to deal with crises.
This unit will also serve as a tourist assistance centre.

Private sector seeks quality focus

Charoen Wangananont, president of ATTA, said the
government should put more effort into developing tourism,
especially the high-spending tourist segment, as well as bolstering
security, adding that tourists first need to feel confident before
deciding to come to Thailand.

“Safety and security are needed if the country wants foreign
visitors to come back.” he said. Currently the aviation safety

News ID: C-150630003141 (30 Jun 15/06:22)
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problem also needs a speedy resolution as this problem is hurting
the entire sector.

Ittirit Kinglake, president of TCT urged the government to
approve multiple entry visas for tourists to benefit from those who
travel to Thailand regularly. The scheme is expected 10 boost
numbers of visitors, paﬁicuiarly families, freely individual tourists
or FIT, and business travelers.

“The tourism sector began to bounce back in the final quarter
of last year after plunging for more than six months during the
second and third quarters due to the political crisis. The improvement
in political stability also enabled the sector to continue growth
during the first three months of this year,” said Surapong
Techaruvichit, president of the Thai Hotels Association (THA).

“Several good signs, included the lifting of martial law and
the overall peaceful situation, have drawn tourists back to the
kingdom. And | hope the sector will continue 1o grow in the second
quarter of this year.” he added.

To keep Thailand on the global travel map, he urged the
government to continue to promote and support tourism by
targeting more quality tourists. business travelers, and niche
markets in order to increase income.

However, he advised the government and private sector to
prepare for unpredictable issues such as the aviation safety
problem and natural disasters as these two issues have the
potential to bring further huge impacts to the travel industry.

Action Plan

nistry of Tourism and Sports

Rebrand... New Destination

1 and Sports
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